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THE Big Orkney Song PrOJect
was launched on Saturday
in Stromness: Town Hall
with its first Song Share
event.

Itisa lottery funded project -

which aims to.regenerate
Orkney’s song heritage.
Aimee ‘Leonard acts

as Workshop leader]Song‘

Developer; Sarah Jane
Gibbon as Hlstory/Archlve

Researcher and Emily Turton.

as the Admmlstrator]\/’ocal
Coach

Emily said: “The project
will preserve songs from our

oral history and hopes to
reinvigorate Orkney s song
tradition.

“This two-year p ogect will
see 28 Song Share event
held throughout Orkne

¥
mainland and all of the;

islands along with
sessions also

our care homes and day‘

centres. .

“We are collectmg,
cataloguing and archiving
songs that have been
traditionally sung in
Orkney, locally written and
contemporary songs and
children’s thymes thereby

building up.a completek

picture 'of Orkney’s dynamlc
song heritage. <" -
“A. programme of

workshops will ' fellow the

song share events in order
to reintroduce the collected

songs into the community.

A'copy of -the complete
collection will be held in the
Orkney Library and Archive
and will be freely available to
everybody.

“Please come and see us at
an event or if-you would I
more information or wo

or:if.you would Iik to get '

involved as:a volunteer in the
archive or at events please
contact us,”

WORKSHOP: Aimee Leonard feads the singing at the launch event

Further information can

'kbe found on the Orkney

ommunities website -
www.orkneycommunities.
co. uk]ORKNEYSINGERS[
you can call Sarah Jane Glbbon
on 01856 872056, Aimee

Leonard on 01856 851898 or

‘of the Big Orkney Song PmJect in Stromness town HaH on Saturday.

Emlly Turtos 07974 178612
or by kneysmgers@
aleom..

.The next Song Share event
will be held at-the Comarty
Hall'in St 'Margaret’s Hope

‘on Saturday, December. §

between 2pm and 4 30pm

REV!EW

WE HAVE been heaung quite a lot just recently .
about “The Big Orkney Song Project’. We've'

heard of the generous Lottery funding gained,
the appointments of the three young women
who will lead the project during. the next two

“years, the plans and the'sequence of events so far

organised. .

“+On Saturday afternoon the first Songshare
event took place at Stromness Town Hall. There
were some fifty people of all ages present and

“the overall impression was that they had:a great

time.

Tea.and biscuits, convivial.surroundings,
time to chat and share, a‘concert in a café-bar
style, traditional music, Orkney Song and:the

opportunity'to join in'a workshop to learn one.
of the songs from the concert.

ahJane explained the aims of the prolect

.and progress so far. Just how all this wa
intoan afternoon remains a mys ery esp

; rapldly followed by the group singi
Tte(

good fun.

Keenan and Brian Cr
Trio (Aimee Leonard, E

~Sarah Jane Gibbon), d’

and already some people:are

to future events at St Margaret’s, Hop

Kirkwall, Firth, St-Andrews, Flotta , Dounby and

Shaplnsay :
“Each event will have neéw material p esented

‘andunore opportunities to'share Orkney Song.

On Saturday, 27 people stayed on to learn The
Orkney Boatman Song.
ively vocal warm-up prowded b

in'a two-part harmony sup by Aimee and

‘Emily. Wow! The long winte
ity fo)

be an ideal opportu

- Orkney's Song heritag




